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LATIN CHRISTIANITY.

BOOK. V.

energy gave the bishop of a city great power; but as
they acted with as little restraint, so these prelates were
treated witli as little reverence as secular princes. Lan-
dulf of Capua, and Athanasius of Naples, have already
appeared in that strangely mingled character of the
lawless Italian prince and the Christian prelate. Lanth-
bert had bought the archbishopric of Milan, by large
bribes, from the Emperor Berengar. It was by his
instrumentality that Burchard, Duke of Suabia, the
father-in-law of King Kodolf of Burgundy, was surprised
and murdered. Burchard, indeed, had given provoca-
tion ; he had threatened to turn a church in the suburbs
into a fortress, by which he would bridle the mutinous
city of Milan.m

Hugh of Provence, now undisputed King of Italy,
though ejected from and baffled before Eome, ruled
supreme in Pavia, where he built a splendid palace
Hugh, throughout his reign, showed the utmost scorn of
ecclesiastical as of moral control. He had violated the
law of marriage by his union with Marozia; as soon as
he found it convenient he declared that marriage null,
and married Alda, the daughter of King Lothair. On
her death, he again wedded Bertha, widow of
King Eodolf of Burgundy, and in contempt
of the canon law, united her daughter to his son. No
stern or ascetic prelate ventured to rebuke the promis-
cuous concubinage with which, the King of Italy still
further outraged public decency. He bestowed the great

occur in the pages of the Bishop Liut-
prand betoken an age of profound cor-
ruption. The Italian character was
now a strange fusion of lust and fero-
city. The emasculation of tkeir enemies
was a common revenge.
m Compare Yerri, Stona di Milano,

c. iii. p. 99, for the insulting language
of Burchard, whom the Archbishop
had honoured with the especial privi-
lege of allowing him to hunt a stag in
his park. Burchard expressed at once
his admiration and contempt at the
height and strength of the walls of Milanu